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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE								October 20, 2026

COLUMBIA, SC—The South Carolina Confederate Relic Room and Military Museum Commission will meet on Thursday, October 22, 2026, at 4 P.M.  This meeting will be conducted in person.  Any member of the media or the public who may wish to attend is welcome!  The meeting will be held in the Museum’s Education Room.  The meeting agenda is as follows:

1. Greetings to the Commission, Members of the Media, and Visitors. 
1. Review May 21, 2026 Meeting Minutes 
1. Old Business 
A.	Personnel
1. Chief Curator Hire – Executive Director to schedule interviews
2.	Collections Manager – Hired – Cate Watson who is Registrar Megan Brigman’s Assistant
3. Curator of History has resigned
4. Will be hiring Chief Curator, New Curator of History, and new Curator to assist with Exhibits and interpretation 
B.	FY26 Attendance:  45,715!- Another Record Year!!
C. New Website – Has been live for some time, if you haven’t checked it out, go to  www.crr.sc.gov.  It is much better than our old website
[bookmark: _Hlk224661656]D.	FY27 Budget Request – all funded
1.	$73,000 Increase in Existing Personnel Budget (Annual Recurring)
2.	$1,448,000, Nonrecurring for Expansion of the SC Confederate Relic Room and Military Museum into the Congaree Room in the Columbia Mills Building 
3.	$81,279 FTE Position Curator of Interpretation & Exhibits (Annual Recurring) 
4.	$118,263 Additional Annual Rent for Museum Expansion area (Annual Recurring)
IV.	Ongoing Museum Operation  
1.   Exhibit Schedule, pending additional staff:
1. 	International Aspect of the American Civil War
	a. C.A. Huey Collection of European exported Confederate arms and equipment
	b.	Colin J. McRae Collection of 1000 British invoices of for sale to the Confederacy and 
         individual Confederate States in 1862-1863
c.  Selected artifacts & archival materials from the Southern Maritime Collection
2. Exhibit, focusing on Camp Asylum, the Union Officers’ POW Camp on Bull Street at the old State Hospital, called the State Lunatic Hospital in 1865
3. 2028 Exhibit for the 250th Anniversary of the American Revolution’s Southern Campaign 
1. Gist Gallery construction project – preparing Gallery for Congaree River Collection exhibit of artifacts excavated by Dominion Energy, the Corps of Engineers, and SCIAA
1. Programs 
1.	Vietnam War Program on June 20:  American Goodwill - Working with the Vietnamese People, w/312 attendees
2.	A week later, we had “Donation Day” with free admission and over 1100 visitors!
3.	July 25, we hosted a Camp of Instruction featuring CW Zouave living historians that brought in 530 visitors
4.  On Saturday November 14, we will again host the Toy Solider Show put on by the SC Miniature Modelers Association
V. 		FY 28 Budget Request 
A.  Priority 1, Non-Recurring: $400,000 ($125K Renovation & $275K Infrastructure) to
Convert Existing Education Room into Additional Collections Storage
B.	Priority 2, Non-Recurring: $500,000 to Complete Renovation of the Congaree Room:
1. State-of-the-Art Media Equipment  
2. Small Rotating Exhibit Gallery 
3. Office & Storage Space
4. Decorative Refinements to Adjacent Courtyard Space
C.	Priority 3, Recurring: $39,000 for an Increase in our Operating Budget: 
1. Increase in SC Division of Technology Operations Annual Fees 
2. Increase in Annual Non-Collections Offsite Storage Fees
D.	Priority 4, Non-Recurring: $750,000 for funding for an exhibit on the 250th Anniversary of the Revolutionary War in the South, to open in 2028
VI. 130th anniversary celebration Booklet 
VII. Palmetto State Military History Foundation Treasurer’s Report
VIII. Next Meeting & 2027 Schedule
Any questions regarding these proceedings may be addressed to museum Executive Director Allen Roberson, 803-737-8096 or arobers@crr.sc.gov. The South Carolina Confederate Relic Room and Military Museum Commission members are comprised of three members appointed by the Governor, two members appointed by the President Pro Tempore of the Senate, one member appointed by the President Pro Tempore of the Senate on recommendation of the SC Division Commander of Sons of Confederate Veterans, two members appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and one member appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives on recommendation of the President of the SC Division of the United Daughters of the Confederacy. 
Founded in 1896, the SC Confederate Relic Room and Military Museum is the oldest museum in the Columbia area and focuses on South Carolina’s military history from the Revolutionary to the present.
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